
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE8 January 23, 2002
years ago when he called for private contribu-
tions to improve our nation.

For many years, Frederica served as Oper-
ating Manager of the kitchen and dining room
at the Powelton Club in the Town of New-
burgh, and, along with her husband, Loren,
operated their own catering business for many
years.

Frederica has dedicated countless hours
and held numerous leadership positions for
charitable and community causes, including as
a Member of the Board of Directors of Habitat
for Humanity of Greater Newburgh; President
of the Board of Directors of McQuade Founda-
tion; Honorary Member of the Board of Direc-
tors of McQuade Foundation; Member of the
Newburgh Zoning Board of Appeals; Member
of the Board of Managers for the Amos &
Sarah Holden Home; President of the Liberty
Street Day Care Center; Member of the
Human Rights Commission of Orange County;
Member of the Orange County Professional
Advisory Committee; President of the Busi-
ness & Professional Women’s Club; Vice
President of the New York State Church
Women United; Member of the Advisory Com-
mittee of the Church Women United to the
United Nations; Campaign Chairperson for the
Orange Area United Fund; First Vice President
of the Board of Directors for the Orange Area
United Fund; Member of the Zonta Inter-
national of Newburgh; Member of the Wash-
ington Street AME Zion Church; and Member
of the First United Methodist Church.

Among the many honors bestowed upon
Frederica for her commitment to our Orange
County community include the Distinguished
Service Award from the Newburgh Jaycees;
the Black Humanitarian Award, Newburgh
Free Academy; the Plaque of Appreciation,
United Way of Orange County; the 1989 Cit-
izen of the Year Award, Historic Newburgh;
the Trustees Award for Distinguished Service,
Mount St. Mary College; the 1992 Outstanding
Community Service Leader Award, Temple
Beth Jacob; the New York State Senate (39th
District) Woman of Distinction Award; and the
Ladies of Havana Award, Newburgh Devel-
opers Association.

Frederica has been a mainstay of Repub-
lican principles and dedication to our party.
We are proud to claim her as an activist for
Republican causes. In 1980, Frederica served
as co-chair of Women for Ronald Reagan for
President in New York State. Three years
later, she was honored to have lunch with
President Reagan, who personally thanked
her for all of her community efforts.

Frederica, the descendant of freed slaves
who helped organize the Underground Rail-
road and the Republican Party in the years
preceding the Civil War, is the daughter of the
late Lafayette & Sarah Flint Hunter. She mar-
ried Loren M. Warner, a beloved
businessperson and citizen of the Newburgh
community in his own right. Frederica and
Loren are the parents of Maxine Warner Bur-
ton, wife of the Honorable V. Eric Burton,
former Member of Parliament of the Republic
of Antigua-Barbuda in the West Indies.

Mr. Speaker, for her friendship and commit-
ment to our community and our party, the
Town of Newburgh Republican Committee will
this year honor Frederica as their designee as
the ‘‘Republican of the Year’’. Our Hudson
Valley and our Republican Party express our
sincere thanks to Frederica Warner for being
a role model and an ardent supporter of good

government and we congratulate her on this
long-overdue recognition.

Mr. Speaker, I invite our colleagues to join
with me in congratulating Frederica Warner for
this honor and for a job well done.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
deep sadness that I rise today to remember
and pay tribute to a remarkable woman, Maria
Perez, who was taken from us in the early
hours of New Year’s Day. A member of my
Congressional staff for over six years, Maria
was one of the most generous, kind-hearted
people I have ever had the pleasure of know-
ing. She was only thirty-three years old but
she was already a true treasure.

People often thank me for helping them, but
what they might not appreciate is how Maria
dedicated herself to helping people. She wast-
ed few words but got the job done for hun-
dreds, probably thousands of families. She
worked her will with the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service, Social Security Administra-
tion and Medicare. She made such a dif-
ference it makes me cry. Thankfully, those
families are her legacy.

Maria could often be found at the office at
all hours of the day and on weekends, making
the necessary calls to overseas embassies
and consulates to help constituents in need.
Her commitment earned her a reputation
throughout the many communities of Connecti-
cut’s Third Congressional District, with rarely a
day going by without someone calling the of-
fice because a friend or community member
had referred them to her. It is almost impos-
sible to imagine what our office will be like
without her.

Maria never gave up her work for the poorer
neighborhoods and the Hispanic community,
even after she came to me. She worked with
the Hill Development Corporation, a neighbor-
hood organization dedicated to building afford-
able housing in the Hill section of New Haven.
She had also worked with the Latino Youth
Development and ProPark Enterprises. She
participated in a great number of projects with
Casa Otoñial, an Hispanic senior community;
Junta and Centro San Jose, two community
based social service organizations; and the
Spanish Community of Wallingford. Recently,
Maria became involved in a new initiative
called Hispanics Give Hope. Developed by the
National Marrow Donor Program, this new pro-
gram is aimed at recruiting more Hispanics to
become bone marrow donors.

Maria was a very special person. Her con-
tagious smile and infectious good humor
touched the lives of all she knew. It is not
often that you find someone like her—a dia-
mond in the ruff. With a seemingly infinite
amount of compassion and patience, Maria
has left an indelible mark on our community.
I know she left an indelible impression on my
entire staff. She was a friend to us all.

Though it saddens me beyond words to join
the many family, colleagues, friends, and com-
munity members that have gathered to honor
Maria’s memory, I am proud to stand today to

pay tribute to her life. I would like to take this
moment to extend my deepest sympathies to
Maria’s husband, Fernando, her mother,
Maria, her sisters; Elizabeth, Nancy, and
Daisy, and her brother Edilberto. Maria’s
memory will always be close to our hearts and
her legacy will continue to be our inspiration.
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to honor the life of Mr. Everette Suitt, of
Harnett County, who died on January 2, 2002.
In his passing, Harnett County lost one of its
most indefatigable champions. Born in Gran-
ville County, Mr. Suitt graduated from Boone
Trail High School in Harnett County in 1950,
served in the Army during the Korean War,
and came home to become Boone Trail area’s
most outstanding community leader.

Mr. Suitt was a 30-year member of the
Boone Trail Advisory Board, was a member of
the first Board of Directors of the Boone Trail
Emergency Services, and was president of the
Western Harnett High School Boosters Club
from 1977 to 1995. He was a founding mem-
ber of the Calvary Baptist Church and was a
leading tobacco farmer and lifelong Democrat.

Mr. Suitt is survived by his wife of 48 years,
Ernestine O’Quinn Suitt, two daughters, Te-
resa S. Cummings of Mamers, and Carla S.
Obiol and husband, his brother, John, of Ra-
leigh; a sister, Lila Allen of Lillington and
grandchildren, Allison and David Cummings,
and their father, Lewis, all of Lillington, and Al-
exandra Obiol of Raleigh: and a brother-in-
law, Harold Edwards of Rocky Mount.

It was my honor to be asked to offer the fol-
lowing eulogy at the funeral of this good man:

Everett Suitt was my friend, as he was
yours. As we gather here today, I hope we
can suppress as best we can our sadness at
the loss of a good husband, father, grand-
father, and community leader and instead
concentrate on the celebration of Everette’s
life and contributions. They are many, and
this community and this county are a better
place because this good man lived among us.

It has been said that God expects only this
of each of us-that we take the world into
which we are born and strive to make it a
better place in which to live. Everette Suitt
certainly did so and did so successfully.
Everette loved life and enjoyed it as few of
us are privileged to do. He smiled often and
laughed long. He had a personality that
made us want to be around him, to talk with
him, to laugh with him. He was often the
sunshine drawing us through dreary days.

I knew Everette for more than 30 years; I
don’t remember a single time when he was
not trying to help me do the right thing for
our county and our state. He was one of the
men who served as an inspiration to me. I
often sought his counsel.

Everette Suitt loved his wife, his two
daughters, his grandchildren, and the grand-
child on the way who sadly will never know
him except through the memories of others.

Everette was a family man in the most
pure sense of the word. He loved sports, par-
ticularly the teams of Duke University and
the New York Yankees. He loved his commu-
nity: the old Boone Trail High School and,
later, Western Harnett High School. And he

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:59 Jan 24, 2002 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A23JA8.022 pfrm01 PsN: E23PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E9January 23, 2002
loved all the students who passed through
that school year after year.

Can anyone imagine being president of the
Western Harnett Boosters Club for two or
three years? Everette did that job for 18
years and loved every minute of it.

He loved his church and his community. He
loved the Democratic Party. And he served
all three with loyalty, with dedication, with
humility, and with faith in God. While this is
a sad day for all of us, it would be wise of us
to remember the words of the great artist,
Leonardo da Vinci, who said on the death of
a friend:

‘‘As a well-spent day brings happy sleep, so
a life well used brings a happy death.’’

Certainly, Everette Suitt’s life was well
used. We are saddened at the loss of this
good man. As the poet John Donne has re-
minded us:

‘‘* * * any man’s death diminishes me, be-
cause I am involved in mankind. Therefore,
never send to know for whom the bell tolls.
It tolls for thee.’’

Today, the bell tolls for us as Everette
goes to his heavenly home. But I would pre-
dict that Heaven today is a happier place
than it was a few days ago. That Everette is
rushing around greeting those who have gone
on before and renewing acquaintances. That
his happy smile has already endeared him to
the Community of Angels. That he is already
volunteering to take on whatever job God
feels needs doing to improve the community.

And even to suggest a few tasks himself.
Goodbye, Good Friend.
Amen.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is truly a privi-
lege to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
Kari Distefano, a woman whose competitive
spirit and unrelenting will has taken her to the
top of her field as a runner, and distinguished
her as one of this country’s greatest athletes.
Her incredible accomplishment of being
named U.S.A. Track and Field’s top women’s
mountain runner of the year is a testament not
only to her incredible natural abilities, but to
her unparalleled work ethic and indomitable
human spirit.

This incredible honor is the manifestation of
a life-long passion, and could not have been
bestowed upon a more deserving individual. In
September of 2001, Kari competed in the
World Mountain Running Trophy Race in
Udine, Italy, finishing with the top U.S. rank,
and placing 21st overall in a field that included
competitors from over 30 countries. She has
been named an alternate for the United States
Track and Field Team, and recently broke a
course record at the 37-kilometer Grand Junc-
tion Rim Rock Run. Her training grounds are
the hills of Telluride, Colorado, but she has
proven that her dominance extends far beyond
these local hills.

Mr. Speaker, it is quite clear that Kari is a
person of unparalleled dedication and commit-
ment to her life-long pursuit of running at a
world-class level. It is not only her incredible
talent, but her unrelenting passion for competi-
tion and her unconquerable human spirit that
I wish to bring before this body of Congress.
She is a remarkable woman who has reached

extraordinary heights in her pursuit of excel-
lence in athletics and in life. It is my distinct
pleasure to honor her today, and wish her the
best of luck in all of her future endeavors. You
have truly made this country proud.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
The attacks of September 11th wounded our
national psyche, but the most profound
wounds were surely felt by the thousands of
families who lost loved ones. Allowing the vic-
tims’ family members to view the trial of
Zacarias Mouusaoui—the sole suspect in-
dicted thus far in connection with the cowardly
attacks—is the right and compassionate thing
to do.

Unfortunately, the Federal Judicial Con-
ference, which has authority over the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of Virginia
where the trial will occur, does not permit
court proceedings to be televised. This legisla-
tion would require the closed-circuit broadcast
of the proceedings to ‘‘convenient locations’’
around the nation. It is modeled after Section
235 of the Antiterrorism and Effective Death
Penalty Act of 1996, (P.L. 104–132), which
was enacted after the Oklahoma City bombing
trial was moved to Denver. In that case, an
exception was made, with Congress requiring
the court to broadcast the proceedings via
closed-circuit television back to victims’ family
members in Oklahoma. P.L. 104–132 is trig-
gered only when the trial has been moved
more than 350 miles from the state where the
case was originally brought.

This legislation mirrors legislation already
passed in the Senate (S. 1858) that would
allow those whom the court determines to
have a ‘‘compelling interest’’ to witness the
trial—but are unable to attend because of ex-
pense, inconvenience, or courtroom space lim-
itations—to do so via closed-circuit trans-
mission. The transmission locations include
but are not limited to Northern Virginia; Los
Angeles and San Francisco, California; New
York City; Boston; and Newark, New Jersey—
the sites of the attacks, as well as the places
where the aircraft involve departed or were in-
tended to arrive. The court retains the discre-
tion to designate additional sites.

Until S. 1858 bill and the House companion
bill become law, Congress would have to af-
firmatively act to permit televised proceedings
of Zacarias Moussaoui’s trial.

Like the earlier law (P.L. 104–132), the
court determines who has a compelling inter-
est to view the trial, but are otherwise unable
to do so by reason of inconvenience and ex-
pense. The courtroom in Alexandria may fit
only about 80 spectators. Officials estimate
that there are 10,000 to 15,000 victims and
families of the crimes for which Moussaoui is
charged.

Who is Zacarias Moussaoui: Attorney Gen-
eral Ashcroft has said the French citizen
Zacarias Moussaoui, 33, was an ‘‘active par-
ticipant’’ in the plot by the al-Qaeda terrorist

network to crash jetliners into the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon, but was thwarted
when he was detained on immigration charges
in August, 2001. Moussaoui, of Moroccan de-
scent, allegedly received $14,000 from an al-
Qaeda operative, and engaged in a pattern of
behavior that mirrored the activities of the 19
suicide hijackers. He is charged with six
counts of conspiracy, including four that carry
the death penalty.

The indictment of Moussaoui reads, in part:
‘‘Zacarias Moussaoui . . . with other members
and associates of al-Qaeda and others known
and unknown to the Grand Jury, unlawfully,
willfully and knowingly combined, conspired,
confederated and agreed to kill and maim per-
sons within the United States, and to create a
substantial risk of serious bodily injury to other
persons by destroying and damaging struc-
tures, conveyances and other real and per-
sonal property within the United States.’’

Moussaoui has already been arraigned. His
trial is set for October, 2002.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty.
Dr. King’s life, and, unfortunately, his untimely
death, reminds us that we must continually
work and, if necessary, fight to secure and
protect our freedoms. Dr. King, in his courage
to act, his willingness to meet challenges, and
his ability to achieve, embodied all that is
good and true in the battle for liberty.

The spirit of Dr. King lives on in the citizens
of communities throughout our nation. It lives
on in the people whose actions reflect the
spirit of resolve and achievement that will help
move our country into the future. In particular,
several distinguished individuals from Indi-
ana’s First Congressional District will be rec-
ognized during the 23rd Annual Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Breakfast on Monday, January
21, 2002, at the Genesis Center in Gary, Indi-
ana. The Gary Frontiers Service Club that was
founded in 1952 sponsors this annual memo-
rial breakfast.

This year the Gary Frontiers Club will pay
tribute to nine local individuals who have for
decades unselfishly contributed to improving
the human condition of others in the City of
Gary. Those individuals who will be recog-
nized as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Marchers
at this year’s breakfast include: Thomas V.
Barnes, Former Mayor of Gary; James W.
Holland, deceased Former Deputy Mayor of
Gary; Rudolph Clay, Lake Country 1st District
Commissioner; Frank Perry, Former Lake
County Councilman; Reverend Dr. Floyd E.
Dumas, Sr., Founder and former Pastor of the
Metropolitan Baptist Church; Nancy M. Kelly,
Vice President of L.C.E.O.C., Inc.; Earline
Rogers, Indiana State Senator; Dr. Vernon G.
Smith, Indiana State Representative; and
David E. Ross, Jr. M.D., an active and honor-
able community member. Additionally, one of
these nine individuals will be honored with the
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major Award.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:59 Jan 24, 2002 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A23JA8.025 pfrm01 PsN: E23PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-27T12:33:16-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




